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transfer (an hour by plane, or a four-hour
car journey) to the sweeping plains of the

it uses a closed loop system where biogas
is created from food waste, man-made

icture a place where the world’s

N most incredible animals roam
: freely and safely. Where you can
) bed down in the heart of a wild,

untamed landscape and sun yourself by
the waters of the Indian Ocean.

579 square-mile Maasai Mara National
Reserve, which joins with the Serengeti
across the border in Tanzania.

Where animal favourites from the Lion

lagoons filter water and electricity is
generated from solar panels.

Along the river bend there is wa
under-canvas accommodation whi

Well, there's no need toimagineit. ~ King wander at will and the annual great  opens fully for views over the water.
This is Kenya. migration of 1.5 million wildebeest, The posh tents come with double beds,
After the restrictions of Covid, antelope and zebra takes place, thisvast  cosy throws, handmade furniture crafted
many people are looking to travel rotected and dotted with from natural matenials, and decking.
bolder, experience continents, take L-to acacia trees is often called Sinks are on wooden washstands and
that ‘big trip they had put on hold. the eighth wonder of the world. rainfall showers are perfectly placed for

Combining ‘big five' safaris in the
bush with hitting the beachon a
twin-centre trip to East Africa is high
on any bucket list of travel experiences,
and I couldn't wait to get started on this
epic adventure.

After flying into Nairobi, I picked up a

Fiercely protective of its wildlife and
landscape, the reserve has been setting
standards for sustainability and
ecotourism for years.

privacy to wash with a view. There are no

fences, which means you can spot hi

in the river, elephants wandering by fora

drink and zebras grazing in the twilight.
The carbon-neutral Emboo Camp is Even the game drives are eco-friendly,

one of the pioneers. using electric safari vehicles powered by
Situated in a forest on the Emboo River, solar panels. They're silent too, so you

TURN TO PAGE 48

X quidance ahead of the summer border, and should expect average
CI'UI Se neWS season, whichis expectedtoretumto  wait times of 60-90 minutes during V‘"ﬁ"
Winter-sports pre-pandemic volumes. peak periods. Atlantic is
holidaymakers can save BY VICKY LISSAMAN To help keep waiting times down, Passengers should confirm ticket boosting its Florida
up to £300 per booking on the port is installing 50% more availability or book prior to travelling, network from November 3
their Crystal Ski trip this season The Port of Dover - the UK's second booths for French border control staff. check their ferry or cruise operator's with a new Heathrow service to
with the firm's two-for-one lift pass busiest cruise port - is introdudng Internal traffic routes have been website for updates and only arrive at booming Tampa, home of topUS
deal. The offer is on until August 2 new measures to get school summer  repositioned to improve vehicle flows  allotted sailing times. sports teams such as the Tampa Bay
holidays off tothe best possible start.  and the port has issued Travellers should bring food and Buccaneers, Gulf Coast beaches
To keep ships and passengers recommendations to passengers to water in case of delays, and have all and Busch Gardens theme park.
moving, it is expanding border control  cut queuing times. As the UK is no relevant documents ready. Fares start at £436 retumn.
infrastructure, improving traffic longer part of the EU, travellers are See Kent County Council's Check virginatlantic.com

systems and issuing fresh traveller subject to enhanced checks at the Before You Travel quide at kent.govuk




4% LISBON & PORTO TWIN CENTRE

Combine sightseeing, relaxation and delicious food to Europe’s most westerly country with this fantastic twin-
centre break. Begin in Lisbon, it's known for its natural parks, cultural routes and restaurants for all tastes. The city
is also made up of bars, live music and nightclubs for dancing the night away. It is one of Europe’s most soulful,

captivating and picturesque capitals, built on a series of hills with scenic vistas from every angle.

A break to Porto will transport you into a historical haven of unique culture LONDON
and contagious vibrancy. Sat beside the expansive Douro River, the city isa £419pp
colourful smattering of extravagant churches, imposing bell towers and old £36900
storefronts, displaying a unique character of Portugal undiscovered £35pp
anywhere else in the country.. £27900
:3422
£33900
£26900
£42900
£42900

PRICE INCLUDES
Return flights from various UK airports & transfer between cities
3 nights’ bed-and-breakfast stay at the 4* Turim Lisboa Hotel, Lisbon
3 nights’ bed-and-breakfast stay at the 4* YOTEL Porto, Porto

+ Including the choice of a city tour experience in either city

T——

7 14NIGHTS

FROM
£499°

PERPERSON

'5% NILE CRUISE & STAY

*Regional sirports avalabieat a ent, please cal our
nztmmmmmmmmfr'&w
. S

This unlque [qvpﬂan adventure of a I"ellme lets you explore the hidden treasures of Egypt while you cruise on the

legendary River Nile. This 14-night package starts with a pre-stay in Hurghada at
an award-winning luxury five-star all-inclusive resort. You will then be
transferred to the port where you will embark on 5* Cruise on a full board basis. JAu
Once your unforgettable voyage has ended you will then be transferred back to jSspiember22
the award-winning five-star all-inclusive resort where you will continue your
holiday.

PRICE INCLUDES
@ Return flights from various UK airports and allin resort transfers
7 nights' five-star all-inclusive accommodation in Hurghada
¥ 7 nights' five-star full-board cruise

i arports ata please call our sales staff for more information. All Holidays ATOL Protected
o o
Book with confidence
Fully Flexible booking

COVID Cancellation Protection If you are not able to travel as a consequence of the coronavirus pandemic,

you can transfer your holiday to a later date with no amendment fees,
Your money is 100% Protected under our ATOL Bond

Your money is safe and secure. Your money is 100% protected by ATOL.
Dedicated contacts, EXCLUSIVELY for Reach customers

Our Mirror Travel Customers benefit from having a dedicated, fast-response email address, as well as exclusive

telephone contact numbers that ensure your queries are handied by a person and not a machine.

Call 0203 370 1841 or visit www.jetlineholidays.com

Prices are subject to availability and change. Offer and prices can be withdrawn at anytime without any notice.

Prices are per person based on two sharing a room, Book with confidence we provide financial protection for your money when you
book with us. The Jetline Holidays terms and conditions apply. ATOL protected 6153 - all flight-inclusive packages are ATOL protected.
Calls cost Tpence per minute plus your phone company's access charge.

©
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email traveldesk@reachplc.com

twitter @MirrorTravel
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online mirror.co.uk/travel
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Deals of the week

BY VICKY LISSAMAN

LONG HAUL

Barbados from £1,259pp: Relax for a

week in a junior suite at the four-star

South Beach hotel on B&B. Includes

return flights from Heathrow on August
; ba.com/

Mexico from
£1,561pp: Seven
nights alinclusive =y REN
atthe five-star s
Hard Rock Hotelin  ysed®
Cancun in a deluxe
room with lagoon view, balcony and
whirlpool bath includes retum flights
from Heathrow on August 31and
transfers. hrhcancun.com; tui.co.uk

SHORT HAUL

Tenerife from E503pp: Sevennights
room only at the five-star Iberostar
Heritage Grand Mencey in Santa Cruz de
Tenerife departing from Cardiff on
August 24. onthebeach.co.uk

Lake Garda and Austrian Tyrol from
£724pp: Depart September 9 or 23 for
a10-day coach break with four nights D/
BB accommodation in Lake Garda, three
nights D/BB in the Austrian Tyrol, plus
first and last night B&B overnight stays in
France. Includes return coach travel from
pick-up points around England and Wales,
return ferry crossing, scenic coach tours
around stop-off locations, excursion to
Salzburg and en-route visit to Innsbruck.
justgoholidays.com

CRUISE

Amsterdam from E273pp: Depart
from Southampton on September 13 for
afour-night sailing on board Ventura with
P&O Cruises plus an overnight stay in
Amsterdam. Includes all meals (excluding
spedality restaurants), children’s clubs,
theatre shows, on-board gym, afternoon
tea and tips. cruise.co.uk

CITY BREAK: s
Paris from
£479pp: Stay for
three nights room
only at the four-star e
Melia Paris La s
Defence, departing

Leeds Bradford on August 4. Includes
22kg baggage allowance.
Jet2holidays.com

STAYCATION

Cotswolds for £1,194: Save £4890n a
seven-night, self-catering stay at Bellaire
Boutique in Bourton-on-the-Water,
known as the Venice of the Cotswolds.
Sleeps four, plus one dog (£20
supplement). Arrive August 5or19.
caninecottages.co.uk

STAR BUY
Zante from
E£335pp: Save
£300ppon this
bargain seven-
night, seif-
catering break at
the three-star-plus Zante Star
Apartments, Tsilivi, departing from
Bristol on October 12. Other UK airports
available. olympicholidays.com

*Prices con'ed at time ol publication and based on

time to
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hear the sounds of the savannah and
can get up close to the animals
without disturbing them with noise or
exhaust fumes.

Starting early in the morning, when
the animals are moving around the
most, my fellow campers and I drive
out to their favourite hangouts then
simply watch, listen and wait.

There are few times in life when you
witness something that gives you an
entirely new feeling,

Seeing a lion stroll inches from the
safari jeep unlocked this for me.

Moments earlier two giraffes had
galloped gracefully past. Only then did
we realise why - their eyesight to spot
the lion is much better than ours.

Two back-to-back wow moments,
and they didn't stop there.

During my three-night stay in the
Maasai Mara I managed to see the
entire ‘big five’ - lions, leopards,
rhinos, elephants and b .

On the daily game drives I also
witnessed the glorious sight of
cheetahs sunbathing, lion cubs
play-fighting and buffalos cleaning
themselves in mud ba

Between the hi,
take for granted the

ts.you almost
azzle of zebras

grazing, warthogs shuffling and
hyenas circling. On the way back one
evening we bumped into a hippo
having dinner.

After all the excitement of the

animal encounters, nothing beats a
sundowner in the bush. Cold beers
taste so much better when a wild
giraffe ambles past. Then when the
sun has set, you can bask in the glow of
the campfire, gaze at the stars and
listen to the tales of the Maasai.

Dinner is served in the lounge area
by the river or on the decking of your
tent. The camp has its own organic
vegetable and herb garden all under a
monkey-proof cover.

The menu is mainly focused on
veggie dishes, with a limited number
of meat options to reduce the impact
on the environment.

0s are especially rare in the
Maasai Mara so the best way to search
for them is in the sky.

I took a hot air balloon ride with
Governors' Balloon Safaris, tracking
the Mara River. What an extraordinary
experience, catching sight of rhinos,
hippos and elephants going about
lheir morning routine - and a

amgﬂgne breakfast is included.
Emboo Camp is a proud member of

two sharing

e Maasai community and guests get
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the opportunity to learn about the
culture, history and life of the
Maasai tribe.

I joined a camp excursion to visit
the neighbouring Maasai village
where tourists are welcomed by
the entire community - chief
included - who

perform traditional “
and dances.
Theytalk about RIS

taste so

their day-to-day

i f -
The Nairobi Tented Camp is the
only camp within the park and is
another true wilderness experi-
ence. [ stayed in one of the nine
safari-style tents, complete with
shower and loo. Water is heated
over alog fire.

The camp offers game
drives and excursions to the
Elephant Orphanage and the
Giraffe Centre, as well as the
Karen Blixen Museum, the

lives before opening  JUIVUIES IS farmhouse once owned by
theirhomes, which JGUEICRVIE the Danish author who wrote
are built bywomen. JUILENE the memoir Out Of Africa.

Ifyoudonthave [EIEIERY After three days and nights
the time to go out as of action-packed safari, it was
far as the Maasai time for a change of pace.

Mara, the Nairobi National Park is
around four miles from the capital,
so0 within 20 minutes of touching
down at the airport you can be on
your first game drive.

With a backdrop of city sky-
scrapers, its wide open grass plains
are home to lions, rhinos, leopards,
cheetahs, hyenas, buffalos, giraffes
and diverse birdlife.

They're all quite happy where
they are and don't go roaming into
the city on a Friday night.

The east coast of Kenya shares
the same warm, clear waters as the
Seychelles, Mauritius and the
Maldives - and its beaches are just
as fabulous.

Often voted the country’s most
beautiful, Diani Beach has
white sand, palm trees and
beaming blue sea, and it's
just ashort plane ride
away from the Maasai.

Istayed at The Sands
at Nomad, an award-

winning boutique resort set within
26 acres of coastal forest.

There are 30 hoarious rooms
and seven beach cottages, all
unique in design with traditional
Swabhili carved furniture, air con
and private bars. Some even have
their own Jacuzzis.

There's also a spa, a la carte
dining, a Thai restaurant and pool
bar, perfect for relaxing with a
Kenyan Tusker beer. The hotel
makes the most of its beach
location by offering PADI diving
courses, windsurfing, kayaking and
deep sea fishing,

The town itselfis bustling with
nightlife options, with easy-going
bars and restaurants. One night I
ended up at a disco at a Diani
Beach backpackers hostel and

4 | from around £355 per person per
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Emboo River, Maasai Mara, starts

night for the Game Package (includes
game drives, meals and drinks during
meals, tree planting project, bush
walks). emboo.camp

M Nairobi Tented Camp starts from
around £95 per person per nighton
B&B. nairobitentedcamp.com

M Sands at Nomad, Diani Beach,
starts at around £125 per person per
night on B&B, thesandsatnomad.com

GET THERE

Kenya Airways fly from Heathrow to
Nairobi start at £699 return. kenya-
airways.com/uk/

MORE INFO

magicalkenya.com

shared a dance floor with a couple
of Maasai warriors.

T also took a day trip to Wasini
Island just down the coast from
Diani. This idyllic, car-free island
with just 3,000 residents has
Enckets of white sands and the

eautiful waters of the Kisite
Mpunguti Marine National Park
are ideal for snorkelling - I even
spotted the odd dolphin.
Combining the very best of
Kenya - a wild adventure in

— the bush and time chilling at

the beach - is the perfect
R pairing for that dream trip
§ you've always wanted to
make.

Hotel of the week

BY ANIL DAWAR

The White Star Tavern
Southampton

WHERE AND WHY Set in the heart of
Southampton'’s vibrant nightiife district, the
award-winning and recently revamped White
Star looks and feels like a comfortable
traditional tavem on its ground floor with its
pub bar and solid wood tables.

But venture upstairs and this five-star hotel
gives more than a passing nod towards its
past and historic links to the Titanic.

It was once owned by the White Star Line
which ran the transatlantic liner and
accommodated many ships' passengers
before they set off on their voyages.

White Star offers 17 rooms - or cabins as the
hotel calls them.

The two my wife, daughter and me shared
had large, comfy beds, impressive en-suite
bathrooms with monsoon showers, and
high-end touches in the coffee machines, TVs
and fittings. They didn't have portholes but
there was a cruise ship feel. Despite being
above the puband on a busy street there was
no noise.

ON THE MENU The
food was head and
shoulders above what
you'd get in a traditional
pub. Head chef Manuel
Hernandez Garza's
background in
Mediterranean food
shines through.

For dinner my
daughter and | shared
the platter of flat bread,
dips and grilled halloumi made with locally
produced buffalo milk (E17).

The roasted red pepper dip was divine, as
was my wife's Wykham Park Farm asparaqus
and mozzarella (£7.75)

Our mains, Chalcroft Farm beef burger
(£15.25), Dover sole with prawns in brown
butter sauce (£21) and Simon Rogan's
shepherd's pie (£16.50) were sofilling we were
unable to attempt a dessert.

Breakfast was varied with full English (with
veggie options) and other standards including
egg and ham, avocado on toast, cereal,
pastries and fruit salad.

WHILE YOU'RE THERE The hotelis in
Oxford Street which claims to be home to the
dty’s best bars and restaurants. It is five
minutes' walk from the docks and marinas.

We took in a Saturday night show at the
Mayflower Theatre, The production of Singing
In The Rain starring Strictly's Kevin Clifton
was as good a song-and-dance fest as you
would hope to see inthe West End.

Earlier the three of us spent two hours in
Southampton's SeaCity Museum to see its
excellent Titanic Story exhibition.

WAKE-UP CALL Double cabins start at £120
anight B&B, whitestartavern.co.uk




